
PRESS RELEASE 

 
 

 

Sanofi appoints Susheel Umesh as Head of Commercial Operations 

for its Pharmaceutical Operations in India 

 
Mumbai, January 19, 2011: Aventis Pharma Limited (Sanofi Group) announced today the appointment 

of Susheel Umesh as Head of Commercial Operations for its Pharmaceutical Operations in India. 

Susheel will be taking over the overall commercial responsibility for the India Pharmaceutical Operations 

including Tier II operations, Mass therapies as well as Business Excellence and Strategy for the 

consolidated commercial organization. These responsibilities are in addition to that of Diabetes and Tier I 

which he had been previously managing as Senior Director – Commercial Operations since August 2010. 

 

Susheel will continue to report to Dr. Shailesh Ayyangar, Managing Director - India and Vice President 

South – Asia; and in his new capacity, will become a member of Sanofi’s South Asia Leadership Team 

(SALT) representing the India Pharmaceutical Business.  

 

Commenting on this appointment, Dr. Shailesh Ayyangar, Managing Director - India and Vice President - 

South Asia said, “"In India, Sanofi is diversifying to fulfill our commitment of bringing quality medicines 

and vaccines to many more patients and physicians. Under Susheel’s leadership, our Diabetes Franchise 

has transformed diabetes management in India. He has also further strengthened our presence in Tier I 

geographies. Susheel will now have the opportunity to take our portfolio of products and services and in 

turn, the entire Pharmaceutical Operations in India to the next level.“ 

 

Speaking on his new role, Susheel Umesh said, “It is an honor for me to lead the India Pharmaceutical 

Operations for Sanofi. I am excited about this new responsibility and intend to work towards further 

accelerating our growth in India.” 

 

Susheel Umesh started his career as Assistant Product Manager in Rallis India in 1991. He then moved 

to Aventis Pharma Limited in 1994 and has grown within the organization. He started as a Product 

Manager for the Dermatalogy portfolio. Soon after he went on to head the Business Development Cell in 

1997. He was then appointed General Manager - Marketing for the Primary Care Division. Later, Susheel 

headed the Lantus Business Unit in 2003 and then the Operations Effectiveness Team in 2005. 
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About Sanofi: 

Sanofi, a global and diversified healthcare leader, discovers, develops and distributes therapeutic 

solutions focused on patients’ needs. Sanofi has core strengths in the field of healthcare with seven 

growth platforms: diabetes solutions, human vaccines, innovative drugs, rare diseases, consumer 

healthcare, emerging markets and animal health. Sanofi is listed in Paris (EURONEXT: SAN) and in New 

York (NYSE: SNY). 

In India, Sanofi operates through five entities − Aventis Pharma Limited, Sanofi-Synthelabo (India) 

Limited, Sanofi Pasteur India Private Limited, Shantha Biotechnics and Genzyme India Private Limited.  
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